Student Ministry Volunteers

Expectations and Requirements

Called

First, my hope is that you are here because you feel called, not a telephone call by the youth pastor, but a call by God to work with students.  This may be nothing more than a burden for this age or a connection with a few students or exercising gifts God has blessed you with.  But being called to serve as a volunteer is of utmost importance.  

Committed

“99% of student contact work is rejection.”

Youth work is hard.  A commitment, whether it is 4 weeks or 1 year, is important because there will be times when walking away will be far more attractive than continuing to wade through the difficulties of student ministry.  A major struggle in the lives of teens today is abandonment.  Teens feel abandoned by the many adults around them.  They long for someone to care genuinely about them, to walk alongside them through the tough times as well as the good times, and to show and say to them that they matter.  Someone who volunteers for such can mean the world to a teen.

Know Limitations & God-Given Strengths

Know your limitations in regards to time, family, and personality. Don’t try and be someone you are not.  Be who you are.  Be transparent.  Be real.  If you are willing, let students into the mess of your life, where the gospel can be clearly seen. Youth Ministry needs a team full of volunteers with different gifts, personalities, and character qualities in order to meet and reach many differing kinds of students.  That is where you come in!  Use your God-given strengths to further His kingdom.

Requirements
· A member of and in good standing of Riveroaks Reformed Presbyterian Church

· Removed from high school at least 2 years.  (i.e. 2 years from the date that you graduated high school you may volunteer with Riveroaks Student Ministries)

· Willing to share your testimony with the staff of Riveroaks Student Ministries

· Willing to submit to a background check 

· Willing and able to make hard decisions; you must be able to say no if the situation calls for it, and face the wrath of high school students!

As a Student Ministry volunteer, you are subject to the direction and leadership of the Riveroaks Staff.  You are also under the oversight and discipline of the Riveroaks Session. Basic translation: take this really seriously; rules are necessary and they free us to have explosive, God-honoring fun!

As a ministry, we go by the Bible's steps for discipline and reconciliation found in Matthew 18. Simply put, if someone or a group is doing something they are should not be doing, you go to them and address it. It's not a power play; simply speak to them like a friend.  If they stop, confess, and seek to repent, you have won them. If they persist, get another adult involved. If that doesn’t work, we will pull the plug on them and/or the situation. Ultimately, the brunt of discipline in this scenario will occur in the parents oversight, and if it is necessary, the church will intervene as well. The big idea of Matthew 18 is speaking the truth in love. You are in charge, you have all the power, so be their friend, love them well, treat them as you would want to be treated. [image: image1.png]



